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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  

B Y  D R .  C R U N C H Y  W E L L S  

We have the member-
ship, the leadership, 
and the poten al to 
make posi ve advanc-
es on the local lev-
el.  Dr. Raymond 
Cohlmia, the  
current Execu ve Di-
rector of the ADA, 
spoke at the Midwest 
Dental Assembly in May and re-
flected on our “relevance” as 
health care providers.  Dr. Cohlmia 
painted a fluid, changing picture of 
the future of organized den s-
try.  Dr. Cohlmia noted, “The way 
den sts look, think, and prac ce is 
shi ing.”  IDA Execu ve Director, 
Doug Bush, further suggests that 
our dental socie es must become 
“more member focused, innova-

ve, and nimble.”  
 
As a membership, we need to be 
aware and relevant.  For example, 
currently, the FDDS has 43 female 
den sts.  In other terms, slightly 
less than 20% of our membership 
is female but 35% of the graduates 
from US dental schools in 2021 
were female.  We need to think 
ahead on effec ve methods to 
include this diversifying demo-
graphic. The face of den stry is 
changing, and the FDDS is up for 
the challenge.  
 
Speaking of challenges, how about 
the changes in your por oli-
os!  This dynamic market se ng  

Happy Autumn to All of Our Awe-
some Members!  As we watch the 
seasons change, I am filled with 
gra tude for the en re dental 
community, most especially, Dr. 
Patrick Tromley. On July 29th, my 
son was in a horrific accident and 
our family began a journey with 
him in treatments, researching 
therapies, and a emp ng to find 
the best possible path to take on 
his trauma c brain injury.  Dr. 
Tromley stepped up to the plate 
and covered all of my du es as 
President of the FDDS for our fam-
ily.  Our lives forever changed in 
an instant, and we are so incredi-
bly thankful to our dental col-
leagues who reached out to help 
us during our me of need.  I must 
say, it takes a village and we are 
ALL very blessed to be prac cing in 
the Tri-State. 
 
Our amazing First District Dental 
Society consists of 226 member 
den sts.  Incredibly, the members 
represent 91% of the den sts in 
the area and exci ngly, our mem-
bership increased from 219 mem-
bers in 2021.  We have the HIGH-
EST “market-share,” of members 
in the en re state, as only 9% of 
the Tri-State’s den sts are not 
members of our component. The 
FDDS was one of the five compo-
nents in the state that marked 
membership increases this 
year.  Unfortunately, most saw 
sharp declines.   
 

 

has many of us ques oning 
“the old, tried, and true ide-
ology.”  Please plan on 
a ending the October 
presenta on, Naviga ng Our 
Dental Futures: Financial De-
cisions Prac ce Owners Must 
Get Right.  Be prepared to be 
amazed at new strategies 
presented over brunch on 
Friday, October 28th at 8:30 
a.m. at the Evansville Coun-
try Club. Please contact our 
wonderful Execu ve Director, 
Chelsea Hixenbaugh, to re-
serve your spot.   
  
Again, thank you Dr. Patrick 
Tromley. Your help made a 
huge difference for my fami-
ly.  As always, the en re First 
District Board is here for its 
members.  Please feel free to 
reach out to us with any 
needs, concerns, or cheers.    
       
All of My Very Best,   
Dr. Crunchy Wells 
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T R I - C I T Y  D E N T A L  L A B  

701 N. Weinbach Ave. 

Suite #1 

Evansville, IN.  47711  

Locally Owned & Operated 

FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY 

· Immediate dentures (Starting at  $225.00/per arch) 

· Complete dentures                      

· Cast Partials                         

· Flexible Partials                    

· Combination Partials 

· Same day repairs 

· Same day relines 

· Acrylic Partials  

Our Staff is ready to meet your Lab 

needs! 

Mike Nolen 

Don Moorman 

Linn Temme 

Carol Colon 

Brian Morgan 

***CALL (812) 459—4668 FOR PRICE QUOTE FOR OTHER DENTAL SERVICES*** 

THANK  YOU  TO  OUR  SPONSOR !  

“State of the State” CE 

Feat. Holli Sullivan, IN Secretary of 

State 

- September 15, 2022 - 

Dr. Joe Fox was presented with 

the IDA Distinguished Service 

Award.  Congratulations, Dr. 

Fox! 

Ms. Holli Sullivan and Dr. Crunchy 

Wells, FDDS President 
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had an ATV accident in late July.  He is 
in rehab & has a long road to recovery 
ahead of him.  Jon Reitz had an acci-
dent on his riding lawn mower & is 
also in rehab.  Both of these situa ons 
are very unfortunate & make us real-
ize that things can change in a blink of 
an eye.  Wishing both of you a speedy 
recovery! 

The first CE event on September 15 
was tled “State of the State” with 
Holli Sullivan, our Secretary of State 
for Indiana.  She presented a lecture 
that explained to us recent changes in 
state vo ng laws & business licens-
ing.  We also heard from the sponsor 
for the evening IndepenDENT Dental 
Solu ons presen ng a way to save 
money on dental supplies through our 
IDA membership. 

The First District Dental Society held 
their first ever Poli cal Forum in con-
junc on with the IDA on September 
29 at the Evansville Country Club.  We 
were joined by Shane Spring (IDA Staff 
Liaison for Governmental Affairs), Sen-
ator Jim Tomes and his wife, Repre-
senta ve Wendy McNamara., & Rep-
resenta ve Tim O’Brien. This was a 
free event for our members. The IDA 
& the First District sponsored this 
event.  We are hopeful that a end-
ance & interest for this event will 
grow in the future. 

—Patrick A. Tromley, DDS,  

Trustee  

T R U S T E E  R E P O R T  
B Y  P A T R I C K  T R O M L E Y ,  D D S  

I have now started my sixth year as 
your Trustee of the First District 
Dental Society.  I remember Tom 
Murray telling me that it would 
take three years to get comfortable 
in this posi on.  He was correct-
ed!  The Dental Society and orga-
nized den stry are forever chang-
ing.   

The current focus is on women in 
den stry.  Some me a er the year 
2030 it is predicted that women 
will have the majority strong hold 
on our profession by outnumber-
ing men in a profession that has 
been male-dominate since den s-
try became a profession.  The 
problem is that women are less 
likely to join organized den stry.  It 
is believed that me constraints in 
taking care of their family is the 
number one reason that women 
don’t join or become ac ve in or-
ganized den stry.  Across the na-

on, we are already seeing a 
steady decline in membership 
numbers in organized den stry.  As 
an advocate of organized den stry, 
we know that den sts together in 
an organiza on stand a be er 
chance to survive in a world of poli-

cians, special interest groups and 
insurance companies that want to 
change the way we prac ce den s-
try, which most of the me is not 
in our best interest nor our pa-

ents.  In order to survive, we must 
find a place at the organized den-

stry table for everyone!  We are 
all in this profession together. 

The President of the Indiana Den-
tal Associa on, Dr. Jill Burns, has 
introduced a program called Sister 
Smile.  The way this program 
works is to invite non-member  

women den sts to one of our CE or 
social events and to make them 
feel welcome.  It is that easy.  O en 
when we are at our organized den-
tal events, it is more comfortable to 
seek out the colleagues that you 
are friends with.  I challenge all of 
you to introduce yourself to one of 
our new members and talk to 
them.  I believe if you make them 
feel welcome into the FDDS, we will 
retain them.  If they do not feel 
welcome, they are likely to leave 
and never come back. 

Our Execu ve Council has already 
been busy this year.  We have sev-
eral new faces on the Council this 
year.  I would like to extend a wel-
come to Adi  Jindal, Kassidy 
Wolfe, Sarah Buedel & Peter 
Wulff.  Alesia Brown, although not 
new to our Council, has transi-

oned into the role of the new 
Treasurer.  We held a training ses-
sion for all the new members of the 
Council & they are all off to a great 
start.  Our website has been built, 
& we are now preparing content 
for the website.  A website com-
mi ee was formed with the follow-
ing people:  Aus n Hixenbaugh, 
Kassidy Wolfe, Chelsea Hixenbaugh, 
Sarah Buedel & Adi  Jindal.  They 
are hopeful to get the website live 
by the end of the year.  Everyone 
will be sent a link at that me & 
asked to join as members of our 
new website.  This will provide eve-
ryone another way to receive more 
up-to-date news, a way to sign up 
for CE events, digital copies of the 
Amalgamac and more.   

Please keep Tony and Crunchy 
Wells and Jon Reitz in your pray-
ers.  Tony and Crunchy’s son Rieser  
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S I O H F  P R E S I D E N T  — D R .  A U S T I N  H I X E N B A U G H  

Did you know that 
by being a First 
District member 
you are also a 
member of the 
Southwestern In-
diana Oral Health 
Founda on?  With 
this in mind, we 

want to encourage everyone in the First 
District to par cipate in this Founda on 
as it impacts the area that you prac ce! 
I would like to share with you our up-
coming fall events and would like your 
help in spreading the word. 
 
You can always rely on a den st to give 
you a toothbrush with your candy! 
Right? On October 23rd, we will be pass-
ing out kids’ toothbrushes at 
“Halloween in the Park”, located at 
Friedman Park in Newburgh, to pro-
mote oral health while kids trick-or-
treat! If you would like to volunteer 
your me, contact Chelsea at (812) 465
-2093 to help with this event.  The 
Young Den st Commi ee helped stuff 
the bags with toothbrushes and den st
-approved candy.  We also want to 
thank Donna Korte, a local Colgate rep-
resenta ve, for diligently working on 
our request for 2,000 donated tooth-
brushes from Colgate. She even donat-
ed a por on of her allotment to help us 
get our requested amount. Thank you 
again, Donna, for making this possible 
for the Founda on and serving our lo-
cal prac ces! 
 
Are you looking for a way to donate to 
the Southwestern Indiana Oral Health 
Founda on?  In November, the Founda-

on is partnering with Hacienda at 
Green River Rd. to for our second “Give 
Back” event this year.  

Similar to our first give-back, 20% of all 
proceeds will go directly to SIOHF. Did I 
already men on you are already a 
member of this Founda on? I encour-
age you to help spread the word on this 
event to your pa ents, staff, and 
friends.   
 
In the early part of June, the Founda-

on Board approved to begin a USI 
Dental Hygiene Endowed Scholarship. 
The board approved to start the pro-
cess of developing an endowed scholar-
ship of $12,500,  giving an annual gi  of 
$500 to an FDDS-area student.  We are 
hopeful that we will be able to fund an 
endowed scholarship in the amount of 
$25,000, which we would be able to 
contribute an annual gi  of 
$1,000.  The scholarship can be funded 
for up to a five year period. 
 
We believe it is vital to have a scholar-
ship funded for the USI Dental Hygiene 
program, as this will focus on students 
who are from the FDDS areas and en-
courage these students to find a prac-

ce to work for in our community.  For 
this coming year, we are seeking your 
help in contribu ng to a fund for this 
endowed scholarship for the Founda-

on, in hopes we can fund this $12,500 
scholarship, and poten ally up to 
$25,000.  If every member of our society 
can contribute a minimum of $50, we 
can achieve in fully funding this scholar-
ship! 
 
I hope you all are doing well in your 
prac ces, and I look forward to up-
da ng you next me! 
 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Austin Hixenbaugh 

Southwestern  

Indiana Oral 
Health Foundation 

 

BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS 

 

Dr. Austin Hixenbaugh,  

President 

Dr. Steve Buedel 

Dr. Shea Perkins 

Dr. Brent Grafe 

Dr. David Yates 

 

SOUTHWESTERN  

INDIANA ORAL HEALTH  

FOUNDATION 

P.O. Box 416 

Newburgh, IN 47629 

Foundation News 
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TO PROMOTE 

THE 

IMPROVEMENT 

OF ORAL 

HEALTH 

THROUGHOUT 

THE 

COMMUNITY BY 

PREVENTION, 

EDUCATION, & 

ACCESS TO 

CARE. 

Foundation News 

The mission of  

SIOHF is 

Looking for an easy way to support the South-
western  Indiana Oral Health Foundation? 

On Tuesday, November 14th simply present the coupon 

(on the le ) with any gi  card or food purchase you make 

at the Hacienda Restaurant on S. Green Street in             

Evansville.   

Ques ons?  Call or email Chelsea at (812) 465-2093 or  

chelsea.fdds@gmail.com  

We hope you can make plans to par cipate! 
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Prac ce Loca on:  Buedel Orthodon cs (Evansville, IN) 

 Hometown:  Evansville, IN 

 Where did you a end undergrad:  Butler University (Indianapolis, IN) 

Where did you a end dental school/Specialty:  I obtained a DDS degree from Indiana 
University School of Den stry and I completed a residency program in Orthodon cs 
and Oral Facial Gene cs at Indiana University. 

 What year did you graduate:  I graduated from dental school in 2018 and completed 
orthodon c residency in 2020. 

 If you weren’t a den st, what would you be doing?  I enjoy working in the yard at our 
house and learning about different plants and flowers, so if not a den st, I would prob-
ably own a landscaping business.   

If you were scheduled to be executed tomorrow, what would you eat for your last 
meal?  A cheeseburger and fries from McDonald’s! 

What is your favorite vaca on spot?  I love Miramar Beach, Florida!  The beaches are beau ful, and I love visi ng 
the restaurants and shops along 30A. 

What are your hobbies?  I like playing tennis and working to improve my golf game. 

Do you have a spouse or significant other?  My husband’s name is Ross Yates; he is an a orney in Evansville. 

Do you have children or pets?  We have a 1 1/2 year-old Boykin Spaniel named Finn; he is the first dog I have ever 

owned!  

FDDS Memb  Spotlight:  Dr. S ah Buedel 

IN MEMORIAM 

Dr. Gerald Eugene Dunigan, Sr., 101, of Mt. Vernon, IN passed 

away peacefully on September 15, 2022.  He was born June 20, 

1921 in Slickom Hill, IN (Pike County) to the late Arthur and Ruth 

(Loveless) Dunigan. 

Dr. Dunigan was a 1939 graduate of Oakland City High School.  He 

a ended Indiana University Bloomington from 1939-1941 and 

then graduated from the St. Louis University College of Den stry 

in 1944.  Dr. Dunigan began prac cing den stry in 1946 in Mt. 

Vernon alongside Dr. Herman Hirsch, MD and Dr. Neuma Williams, 

DDS.  He prac ced den stry for 47 years.  Dr. Dunigan was also a 

veteran of the U.S. Navy, serving in World War II and Korea. 

Welcome New MEMBERS 

- TO the FIRST DISTRICT - 

Dr. Jonathan Melberg 

Dr. Adam Lo es 

Dr. Jared Buck 

Dr. Alyssa Biggerstaff 
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F D D S  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

*Check emails for registration information & updates! 
October 

Naviga ng Our Dental    

Futures (3 CEs) 

Date/Time:  October 28 

@ 8:30 a.m. 

November 

Traffic Stop (2 CEs) 

Date/Time:  November 10  

@ 6:00 p.m. 

January 

OSHA (3 CEs) 

Date/Time:  January 20          

@ 8:00 a.m. 

February 

Molars & Magic:  SIOHF 

Valen ne’s Dinner 

Date/Time:  February 10 @ 

6:00 p.m. Hacienda GiveBack 

Date/Time:  November 

14 (all day) 

March 

Cybercrime & Your Prac ce 

(2 CEs) 

Date/Time:  March 9 @      

April 

Oral Pathology (2 CEs) 

Date/Time:  April 13 @       

6:00 p.m. 

May 

Midwest Dental Assembly 

Date/Loca on:  May 19-21 @ Indianapolis, IN 


